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SUBJECT: VIETNAMESE RETURNEES 

REFS: A. USUN 5157 (NOTAL); B. STATE 245327 

1. AS APPROPRIATE OPPORTUNITY ARISES, YOU MAY WISH TO 
DRAW ON FOLLOWING POINTS WITH GUYER AND OTHER UN 
OFFICIALS TO EXPLAIN REPATRIATION OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEES 
FROM GUAM ABOARD VIETNAMESE SHIP THUONG TIN I. SHIP 
SAILED FROM GUAM OCTOBER 17 WITH 1546 PERSONS. AND 
WAS WEST OF THE PHILIPPINES OCTOBER 22. VOYAGE HAS THUS 
FAR GONE UNEVENTFULLY. 

- USG DECISION TAKEN IN RESPONSE TO REPATRIATES' 
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REPEATED REQUESTS TO RETURN TO VIET-NAM BY SHIP. A 
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PETITION ADDRESSED BY REPATRIATES TO THE PRESIDENT IN 
SEPTEMBER DESCRIBED THEIR FRUSTRATION AT BEING SEPARATED 
FROM FAMILIES AS MAJOR REASON FOR ARDENT DESIRE TO RETURN. 

- USG AND VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES HAD REQUESTED 

UNHCR TO ASSIST IN REPATRIATION OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEES WHO 
WISHED TO RETURN HOME. HOWEVER, DESPITE BEST EFFORTS OF 

UNHCR, INCLUDING A TRIP BY THE HIGH COMMISSIONER TO 
VIET-NAM IN SEPTEMBER, VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES DECLINED 
TO SET DATES OR PROVIDE ANY OTHER ASSURANCES THAT 
REPATRIATION COULD TAKE PLACE AT SOME EARLY TIME. (U.S. 
REPRESENTATIVE JAMES WILSON REVIEWED THIS MATTER IN 
DETAIL DURING UNHCR EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING IN GENEVA 
OCTOBER 7.) 

- DECISION TO RETURN ABOARD THUONG TIN RESTED 
ENTIRELY WITH REFUGEES. PRIOR TO EMBARCATION EACH 
REPATRIATE OR HEAD OF REPATRIATE HOUSEHOLD WAS INTER 
VIEWED TO CONFIRM HIS DECISION TO RETURN ABOARD THE 
SHIP. THE PROCESSING AND DEPARTURE WERE OBSERVED BY THE 
AMERICAN RED CROSS. 

- U.S. TOOK ALL FEASIBLE STEPS TO ASSURE SAFETY OF 
VOYAGE. THOSE STEPS, INCLUDING LLOYDS OF LONDON 
INSPECTION, DESCRIBED PARA 1 C REF B, BEING REPEATED 
SEPARATELY TO YOU. 

- U.S. IS PREPARED TO ASSIST SHIP IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH STANDARD MARITIME PRACTICE AT ANY TIME ASSISTANCE 
REQUESTED. 

- SOME REFUGEES WHO HAVE REQUESTED REPATRIATION 

DID NOT ELECT TO RETURN ABOARD SHIP. WE HAVE ASKED THE 
UNHCR TO CONTINUE ACTING ON THEIR BEHALF AND TO 
CONTINUE TO ASSIST THEM - AND ANY OTHERS WHO MIGHT 
IN FUTURE DECIDE TO GO BACK - IN RETURNING TO VIET-NAM. 

2. AS REF B NOTES, IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS ABOUT 
DRV/PRG ALLEGATIONS THAT U.S. DECISION VIOLATES 
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VIETNAMESE SOVEREIGNTY, WE HAVE REPLIED THAT U.S. HAD 
NO RPT NO OTHER INTENTION BEYOND HUMANITARIAN ONE OF 
PROVIDING REPATRIATES OPPORTUNITY TO REJOIN THEIR 
FAMILIES. DEPT HAS NOT RPT NOT SPECULATED PUBLICLY 
ON WHETHER AND HOW VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES WILL RECEIVE 
THE SHIP WHEN IT REACHES VIETNAMESE WATERS LATE THIS 
WEEK. INGERSOLL 
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